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Equity in Boston 
starts in Lower 
Roxbury
 » There is an opportunity for transformational, positive social 

change in Lower Roxbury.

 » Lower Roxbury can house up to 3,750 new housing units.  
Focusing development efforts in Lower Roxbury will make a sig-
nifi cant dent in both state and city housing construction goals.

 » Reconsidering largely underutilized publicly owned sites can 
dramatically transform the area. 

 » Area institutions, community groups, and other stakeholders are 
well positioned to positively infl uence and anchor the area.

 » Lower Roxbury has a deep cultural legacy that can guide the 
regrowth of the neighborhood.
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Population Density by Race: Lower Roxbury and 
Surrounding Neighborhoods
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Build on Assets: 
Area universities, community 

groups, and other stakeholders 
are positioned to help anchor 
the future of Lower Roxbury.

Opportunity: Build 
on momentum of current 

development eff orts in Lower 
Roxbury. A comprehensive vision 
can meet the demand for housing 

in the city and invest in a more 
equitable future for Lower 

Roxbury.



Approximately 

dwelling units currently 
in Lower Roxbury

4,000

new units possible 
through strategic infill of 
underutalized parcels

2,239

units currently in 
development

1,500out of which over 3,000 are 
dedicated to public, affordable, 

and assisted housing units in Dudley 
Square

675
units near 

Lenox

369372

new dwelling units possible in Lower 
Roxbury 

3,750

units near 
Ruggles

subsidized
75% 

subsidized
46% 

6,000 8,000

units near 
BUMC

825
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Housing Lower Roxbury’s Future
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 » Double the number of families living within Lower Roxbury. 

 » Provide educational, entrepreneurship, and 
innovation programs that can be supported by area 
institutions and local community groups. 

 » Enhance public safety and public health.

Currently 3,000 of Lower Roxbury’s 

4,000 units (75%) are subsidized.  As-

suming that 15% of new development 

units will be affordable, the overall 

subsidized units will drop to 46% while 

still adding approximately 600 new 

affordable units.

Affordable and 
Subsidized Housing

Comprehensive Development Can

Opportunity sites 
of underutilized 

(largely publicly owned) 
land are ideal for 

new, transformative 
development

Current

Potential
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Northeastern Northeastern 
UniversityUniversity
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CenterCenter
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Madison Park Madison Park 
HighschoolHighschool

Roxbury Roxbury 
MBTA MBTA 

StationStation

Over 12% 
of the city’s 

goal of 30,000 
new units can 

happen in Lower 
Roxbury

Looks to build 
30,000 units

Signifi cant 
opportunities 

for educational, 
entrepreneurship, and 

innovation spaces

Housing 
development and 

locally focused 
investments in 

human capacity
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Northeastern Northeastern 
Science CenterScience Center
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Current or Planned 
Development

Potential 
Development

Choice Neighborhood 
Locations

Alice Taylor Alice Taylor 
(BHA)(BHA)

Whittier (BHA) - Proposed Whittier (BHA) - Proposed 
Mixed Income HousingMixed Income Housing


